
F
IVE years ago, former
real estate investment
banker Morgan Parker
didn’t own a motorcy-
cle. He didn’t even
know how to ride one.
But he’s just spent the
past year preparing for

a 100-day, 10-country motorcycle ride
from Hong Kong to Australia in March
2011, to raise US$1 million for 10 charities
in Asia.

He even quit his job as president of
Taubman Asia to pursue this dream –
which he says isn’t so much a mid-life cri-
sis as the closing of a chapter (after 15
years of real estate investment in Asia)
and the opening of a new one.

“I don’t believe life has to move in a lin-
ear way, but we live it by chapters, like a
book,” he says in a telephone interview
from Hong Kong. “I’ve effectively closed
the door on corporate life, one which has
been enormously successful, and I have
the luxury of changing directions so I’m
opening this new chapter of my life,” says
the 36-year-old Australian who used to
work for Morgan Stanley, Macquarie
Bank, and Lend Lease before Taubman,
and who has worked in Tokyo and Singa-
pore as well.

But he admits that after 15 years of cor-
porate life, he was looking for a sea
change. “It’s not a mid-life crisis but a
mid-life awakening ... because it’s difficult
to ignore what’s happening in the world.
That, in parallel with the desire for adven-
ture,” he elaborates.

The inspiration to ride a bike and every-
thing else that followed was sparked five
years ago when Mr Parker saw the TV doc-
umentary series The Long Way Round fea-
turing Ewan McGregor and Charley Boor-
man who biked 20,000 miles across 12
countries and raised awareness for Unicef
projects along the way.

“That sense of adventure, riding to the
middle of nowhere, was appealing to me,”
Mr Parker recalls. So he took the first step
on this journey by learning how to ride a
bike – a big bike, specifically, as he will be
riding a BMW F800GS enduro bike for this
expedition. “I learnt to ride both in Hong
Kong and Australia ... and it’s really not as
easy as you think!” he points out.

Motorcycle licence under his belt, Mr
Parker also began to research charities in
Asia. He started this project about two
years ago, trawling through the Internet
and leveraging on his network to unearth
all kinds of charities in Asia and to find out
which ones were credible. The objective
was to find grassroots organisations which
do good work but which have little or no
access to real funding.

When he finally whittled the list down
to 10, they were picked according to their
causes as well. Five of them reflect causes
close to Mr Parker’s heart, such as educa-
tion, Aids, the environment and animal
cruelty.

Mr Parker soon founded the non-profit
organisation Wheel2Wheel in mid-2009,
and quit his post as president of Taubman
Asia a few months later, in order to plan
for Wheel2Wheel’s 100-day expedition.

It is tightly modelled on The Long Way
Round. First, he found a friend and fellow
Aussie who could commit to riding with
him – Simon Lock, founder of Australian
Fashion Week and one-time festival direc-
tor of Singapore Fashion Festival and
Hong Kong Luxury Week. The Lock Group
has developed some of the region’s big-

gest fashion events and marketing cam-
paigns.

Mr Parker, again leveraging on his pro-
fessional network, also hooked up with Na-
tional Geographic to do a documentary
production of the expedition. “So that we
can promote this on several platforms: ad-
venture and personal endeavour, philan-
thropy and also entertainment,” he says.

“It is an epic journey – and nothing on
this scale had been done in Asia before; es-
pecially for a documentary,” he adds, de-
scribing the ride that will start in Hong

Kong and go through China, to Vietnam,
Laos, Cambodia, Thailand, Malaysia, Indo-

nesia, East Timor and finally, Australia.

Planning for the trip has been keeping

him busy ever since he quit his high pro-

file day job. But, as he puts it: “Working in
philanthropy is the busiest I’ve ever been

in my life – more than investment banking

or property development.

“Those jobs you can walk away from

on weekends, but having your own chari-

table foundation is an obsession. And not
having fixed office hours means there’s no

separation of work and play – meaning I
work constantly.”

When he’s not looking into logistics,

Mr Parker is honing up on practical skills
like how to repair a bike. He’s also keeping

fit. He tried biking three days straight in

September, and was exhausted physically
as well as mentally. And then, realising

that his security isn’t to be taken lightly as

well, he’s doing counterterrorism-combat
training and also learning how to deal

with hostage situations.

All this while also enjoying fatherhood
with his seven-year-old daughter. “In fact,

I think the toughest thing will be being
away from her,” he admits. “But she’s also

the one providing inspiration for me. I

hope I will be an example of what being a
human being is all about. I hope that she

realises that life’s not about making mon-

ey and becoming famous – the two main
values in the West – but that we’re also

measured by what we contribute.”

The expedition date is slated for March
1, 2011, so with less than 100 days to go,

Mr Parker’s days are all geared towards
making his maiden long-haul, multi-coun-

try ride a satisfying adventure.

uihoon@sph.com.sg

✎ To find out more about Morgan
Parker and Simon Lock’s 100-day
expedition and to follow them, go to
www.wheel2wheel.tv, or look up
wheel2wheel on Facebook, and
wheel2wheelteam on Twitter
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HELPING HAND
Mr Parker (second from left) with some friends from Daly River,
one of the communities that’s served by the North Australian
Indigenous Land and Sea Management Alliance
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